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2 BBADNOR EOAD,
Jan. 15, 1883.

MY DEAR SHABP,

Thank you very sincerely for the copy of your book,
with the fine impression of the beautiful frontispiece,
which reached me yesterday. One copy of the book I
had already obtained through a bookseller in Borne, and
read it there with much admiration of its wealth of ideas
and expression, and its abundance of interesting infor-
mation. Thank you also sincerely, for the pleasant
things you have said about myself; all the pleasanter
for being said in connection with the subject of Eossetti,
whose genius and work I esteemed so greatly. I am
glad to hear that the book is having the large sale it de-
serves. Your letter of December 24th, was forwarded to
me at Borne, with the kind invitation I should have been
delighted to accept had it been possible, and which I hope
you will let me profit by some other time. Then, I heard
from my sisters, of your search for me in London, and
was very sorry to have missed you there. I shall be
delighted to see you here; and can give you a bed at
Brasenose, where I shall reside this term.

Thank you again for the pleasure your book has given,
and will give me, in future reading. Excuse this hurried
letter, and

Believe me,

Very sincerely yours,

WALTEB PATBB.

It had been William Sharp's intention to rewrite his
Study on Bossetti; for in later years he was very dis-
satisfied with the early book, and considered his judg-
ment to have been immature. He had indeed arranged
certain publishing preliminaries; and he wrote the dedi-
catory chapter; but the book itself was untouched save
one or two opening sentences. For this project, with
many others planned by William Sharp, was laid aside
when the more intimate, the more imperative work put
forward imder the pseudonym of "Fiona Macleod" b%ces abroad.
